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Will Norman, London Cycling & Walking commissioner 

Cllr Johnny Thalassites.  Lead member for Planning, Place and Environment.  Royal Borough 

of Kensington and Chelsea. 

 

25 February 2021 

 

 

 

Dear Will Norman and Cllr Johnny Thalassites. 

 

Re: Battersea Bridge road junction 
 

I write on behalf of Sustrans London regarding plans for improvements at the northern 

junction of Battersea Bridge (Battersea Bridge Road/Cheyne walk/Beaufort St) in RBKC and 

on the TLRN following the recent tragic death of Jack Ryan.  We welcome plans to make this 

junction safe for walking, wheeling and cycling.   

We would like to be involved as a stakeholder to ensure designs take National Cycle Network 

route 4 into account.  Please let me know who we should be in contact with to talk about this 

in more detail. 

 

Sustrans are custodians of the National Cycle Network (NCN) and route 4 (Greenwich – 

Fishguard) uses this junction.  This route passes east/west through this junction, using the 

shared space footway between the A3220 and the river (see picture for alignment).  This route 

is also known as the Thames Path Cycle Route, a companion to the Thames Path national 

trail.  Internationally it is also the Eurovelo 2 ‘Capitals route’ linking Dublin, London, Berlin, 

Warsaw, Minsk and Moscow.   

 
 



The primary purpose of the 150 miles of NCN in London is to help Londoners access their 

local green spaces by walking, wheeling and cycling.  This section should help local residents 

of all abilities access and explore central London, the Thames path, Barnes common and 

Richmond park, but at present we are unable to promote this important route section in the 

centre of our Capital city as it doesn’t meet our standard of ‘paths for everyone’. This 

standard was established as part of a UK-wide review of the 16,000 miles of NCN in 2018. 

 

Improvement areas for discussion 

 Safe crossings on all arms of this junction are needed.  A toucan crossing is essential on 

the Battersea Bridge Road arm. 

 We would also like to use this process as an opportunity to secure wider improvements – 

even with a safer crossing here the current compromise of a narrow shared space footway 

for walking, wheeling and cycling here is not good enough.  We would like to see separate 

space for pedestrians, cyclists and drivers so all have space to make their journeys safely.   

 We are also interested in understanding planned improvements in the wider area.  We 

want to improve the quality of this route between Putney Bridge and Lambeth Bridge.  We 

would like to discuss our ambitions for this further with RBKC with the aim of agreeing 

shared goals to achieve this with the Boroughs on this route. 

 

 

We look forward to working together with you on this. 

 

Yours, 

 

 

 

Head of National Cycle Network, London 

sustrans.org.uk  

 

 

cc:   RBKC Transport Policy Manager. Royal Borough of Kensington and 

Chelsea. 

cc:   RBKC Highways Manager. Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea. 

cc: Dominic Cherry.  Sponsor, Transport for London 
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I know that it isn’t unusual for CAD drawings to be shared - our team tell me this happens fairly regularly. 
Given the wide interest and desire to make urgent progress, anything you can do to assist would be greatly 
appreciated. 

  

Look forward to catching up in due course. 

  

All best wishes, 

  

Johnny 
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Transport for London is a statutory corporation whose principal office is at 5 Endeavour Square, London, 
E20 1JN. Further information about Transport for London’s subsidiary companies can be found on the 
following link: http://www.tfl.gov.uk/corporate/about-tfl/ 
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This approach has precedent. TfL has done this on roads in RBKC - for example, in relation to right-turning 
vehicles going from the A4 into Earls Court Road (at night). This is also an arrangement that is in operation 
at the Kensington High Street/Earls Court Road junction in RBKC. 

(2) If TfL do not believe that option (1) can be delivered - then we ask that TfL considers tightening the 
north eastern kerb-line to reduce the crossing distance for pedestrians and to help reduce the ‘left hook’ risk 
for cyclists. We would also support TfL raising the level of the road to the level of the footway (i.e. an entry 
treatment), or a [shallow, so as not to disproportionately impact buses] coloured or textured surfacing. 

  

Whilst we appreciate that TfL must manage stakeholders’ positions, we strongly believe these views 
balance the interests and needs of all road users (and note that major local stakeholders - those who know 
and traverse the junction most regularly - share our assessment of the proportionality of different 
interventions).  

  

If we are not in a position to bring forward option (1) or (2) for the northern arm, for whatever reason, then 
the Council is open to bringing forward consultation on ‘two crossings’ (southern and western arms, as 
described, above) before purdah - with a view to build in 2021 - and continuing dialogue on the northern 
arm, which could form a ‘phase two’ for improvements at the junction.  

  

Whatever happens, we want to keep up the momentum. Looking forward to our conversation tomorrow and 
very much hope we can move things forward.  

  

  

All best wishes, 

  

Johnny Thalassites 

Lead Member for Planning, Place and the Environment, RBKC 
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Jacob Gemma

From: Byford Andy
Sent: 05 March 2021 17:32
To: Cllr, Thalassites, Johnny: RBKC
Subject: Re: Thank you re Battersea Bridge

Hi Councillor 
 
Thanks very much for your note.  
 
It’s good that we have agreement on the southern arm, as you say, and I’d like to thank you for your 
participation in and leadership on, this very important issue.  
 
Our teams have worked very well together and this will continue while we progress the other outstanding 
issues at Battersea Bridge.  
 
Very best wishes 
 
Andy 
 
Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Cllr, Thalassites, Johnny: RBKC < rbkc.gov.uk> 
Sent: Friday, March 5, 2021 4:59:54 PM 
To: Byford Andy < tfl.gov.uk> 
Subject: Thank you re Battersea Bridge  
  
Dear Andy, 
 
I wanted to thank you for your personal interest in delivering a scheme quickly on the southern arm of the 
Battersea Bridge junction. 
 
Whilst the circumstances that have accelerated progress are tragic, the crossing will make the area safer. It 
may save lives. We should be proud of building a scheme this year (if that proves possible). 
 
I appreciate that RBKC and TfL have had our moments in recent times. That makes this kind of 
breakthrough still more heartening. I realise that we can achieve a lot when we work together on schemes. 
 
I hope we can find common ground on the northern and western arms over the coming months. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Johnny 
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The Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea. 
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Jacob Gemma

From: HHASC Accessible Transport: RBKC <Accessible.Transport@rbkc.gov.uk>
Sent: 02 April 2021 16:13
To: Byford Andy
Subject: Automatic reply: BATTERSEA BRIDGE NORTHSIDE pedestrian crossing urgently needed

Thank you for your email, please do not reply to this email. This is an acknowledgement of receipt of email. 
 
We will endeavour to deal with your query during office hours, which are 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday 
excluding Bank Holidays. 
 
For information on how you can apply for Accessible Transport Services, please visit our website: 
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/parking-transport-and-streets/accessible-transport/accessible-transport-0 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
Accessible Transport Team 
The Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea  
 
************************************************************ 
The Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea. 
This e-mail may contain information which is confidential,  
legally privileged and/or copyright protected. This e-mail  
is intended for the addressee only. If you receive this in  
error, please contact the sender and delete the material 
from your computer. 
************************************************************ 
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Jacob Gemma

From: Traffic: ES-Park: RBKC <Traffic@rbkc.gov.uk>
Sent: 02 April 2021 16:13
To: Byford Andy
Subject: Automatic reply: BATTERSEA BRIDGE NORTHSIDE pedestrian crossing urgently needed

Thank you for your email, which will be shared with the relevant officer(s). If you have asked a question, we 
aim to respond within ten working days.  
 
************************************************************ 
The Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea. 
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