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Jacob Gemma

From: stella creasy >
Sent: 09 November 2021 12:34
To: Stef Lehmann
Cc: Simon; Stella Creasy MP; Johnson Situ; Nadeem Javaid; Isabel Collinson
Subject: Re: Sensitive: Walthamstow Central MPS / Border Force operation

Hi Stef 
 
This is the response have had from the local police on this - think the Home Office didn't speak to anyone 
local at all?!  
 
stella  
 
Good Afternoon Ms Creasy, 
 
I'm writing to you following the below email to Sergeant Tardioli outlining your concerns received from local residents 
around an Immigration Operation that occurred on Wednesday 13th October 2021 at Walthamstow Central Transport 
hub. I can confirm that there has been no such operation with Immigration at the above location involving local officers 
from NE BCU and there are no current plans to in future. 
 
Chief Inspector Michael O'Donoghue is currently liaising with officers from the RTPC and I have made enquiries with 
the Border Force to ascertain what Operation did take place and who it was led by. Once I have further information to 
clarify this, I will share this with you. 
 
I hope this information assists until I can share further details with you. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Muhammed B Miah | PC 2597NE 
Staff Officer - HQ and Neighbourhoods 
North East (NE) BCU 
Forest Gate Police Station (KF) 
350-360 Romford Road, London, E7 8BS 
E: @met.police.uk 
 
On Fri, Nov 5, 2021 at 1:11 PM stella creasy < : 
Thanks Stef- will ask the local police about this and feedback the below to those who have been in touch.  
 
kind regards 
 
Stella  
 
On Thu, Nov 4, 2021 at 5:27 PM Stef Lehmann < london.gov.uk> wrote: 

Hi Stella,  

I’m very sorry for the delay – please be assured we’ve been on the case, it’s just proven a little 
challenging to liaise between relevant parts of the GLA, TfL, and MOPAC / MPS.  

I am told that no formal explanation is in the public domain at the moment, but you are welcome to make 
reference to the key points below when going back to constituents: 

 This was an MPS and Border Forces operation. It was part of a wider operation running across the 
Borough which uses high-visibility police tactics to deal with a range of offences. It was not a 
transport-specific operation. 
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Thanks for this - its a very worrying development. Would welcome the chance to hear what response the 
Home Office have given on this issue, as its not the first time this has happened and happy to follow up 
in parliament if the Mayor's office is not given an explanation. I'm being asked by local residents and 
indeed the local press as to whether there is any update so please do let me know what is in the public 
domain at present?  

with kind regards 

Stella  

On Wed, Oct 20, 2021 at 2:19 PM Stef Lehmann < london.gov.uk> wrote: 

Hi Stella, 

As discussed between you and Johnson, please find below an update on what happened at 
Walthamstow Central last week, and actions being taken to prevent this from happening again.  

TfL have a long-standing policy against immigration checks on its network, and were not aware 
of, or asked for permission for, this operation. Requests from Border Force to undertake passenger 
checks at a TfL station would normally be refused. In very exceptional circumstances, there may be a 
need for the police to bring in Immigration enforcement officers to support a police-led operation to 
tackle transport crime. That’s not what happened here; but even in those situations, the police are 
reminded of TfL’s position and that under no circumstances should Border Force be randomly stopping 
and checking passengers’ identity or immigration status. 

I hope this is helpful – please let me know if you have any questions. We’d be grateful if you could let us 
know anything you would want to say publicly, as the below is sensitive information and we would want 
to check with TfL re what can and can’t be shared. 

Many thanks, 

Stef 

Summary of incident 

 TfL received confirmation that an MPS and Border Forces operation did take place at 
Walthamstow Central last Wednesday morning at around 07.00. The operation took place on the 
upper level of the station.  

 The Customer Service Manager (CSM) on duty approached the Officers, who told him it was a 
pre-arranged operation and they had permission to be on the station. 

 No TfL enforcement staff were involved. The BTP has confirmed that they were not involved and 
didn’t have any knowledge of the operation taking place. 

 This operation between the MPS and Immigration was part of the Met’s Operation Wilcot, which 
was running across the Borough. It was not a transport-specific operation. The operation uses 
high-visibility police tactics across the borough to deal with a range of offences including robbery 
and violence.  

 The normal process for the MPS to seek permission to operate in our stations was not followed. 
The MPS teams must always arrange permission to work on London Overground, Underground 
and our sponsored services through the BTP, so that we can ensure that policing activity is 
coordinated and that they are aware of the protocol for operating on a station. Station teams 
would normally be given advance notice of MPS officers conducting an operation on LU 
property. This was not done in this case. 

Actions being taken 

 TfL are following up with the MPS to remind them of their position on Border Force working on 
TfL property, and remind them of the criteria and the process for seeking permission.  
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--  

Stella Creasy: Labour and Cooperative MP for Walthamstow  

Want to know what's happening in Walthamstow? Sign up for the weekly e-newsletter here. 

The Office of Stella Creasy processes and stores data for the purpose of assisting residents with 
their queries. Please see this statement from the Speaker of the House of Commons about how 
MPs handle constituency casework. You see Stella's Privacy and Data Protection Statement 
here. 
 
Stella Creasy 
The Local Labour and Co-operative MP for Walthamstow  

 23 Orford Road London E17 9NL  
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NHS health information and advice about coronavirus can be found at nhs.uk/coronavirus  

The GLA stands against racism. Black Lives Matter.  

GREATER LONDON AUTHORITY NOTICE:  
The information in this email may contain confidential or privileged materials. For more information see 
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/email-notice/ 
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