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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 The purpose of this report is to record basic data and assess the condition of trees which 
lie within or adjacent to the site boundaries of the proposed Northern Line Extension (NLE) 
in the London Borough of Lambeth, and to identify those trees which may require removal 
as part of this development. 
 
1.2 Four sites were inspected in all. For the purposes of this report only these will be 
referred to as Kennington Green, Kennington Park, Nine Elms Station and Radcot Street. The 
construction activities at the proposed Battersea Station site will not affect any trees. 
 
1.3 This report contains a schedule of trees on each of the four sites, including 
measurement data and a condition assessment, and an appraisal of the likely impact of the 
proposal on these trees. 
 
1.4 This report does not contain a post-construction planting programme, which is to be 
dealt with elsewhere. 
 
2. Methodology 
 
2.1 Tree inspections were undertaken by John Parker, Transport for London (TfL) 
Arboriculture & Landscape Manager for Surface Transport (ST) in the Central area, working 
on behalf of London Underground (LU). Inspections were undertaken between the 12th and 
the 17th of July, 2012. 
 
2.2 All inspections were made from ground level, and no invasive methods were used. In 
some situations a complete assessment was not possible due to either the location of the 
tree (on private land) or as a result of a part of the tree being obscured. 
 
2.3 Measurements relating to tree height and spread are based on estimations unless 
otherwise stated. 
 
2.4 All trees have been allocated a category of either A, B, C or U in accordance with British 
Standard 5837 :2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction - 
Recommendations (BS5837). The definitions of the categories are as follows: 

 Category U. Those in such a condition that they cannot realistically be retained as 
living trees in the context of the current land use for longer than 10 years. 

 Category A. Trees of high quality with an estimated remaining life expectancy of at 
least 40 years. 

 Category B. Trees of moderate quality with an estimated remaining life expectancy 
of at least 20 years. 

 Category C. Trees of low quality with an estimated remaining life expectancy of at 
least 10 years, or young trees with a stem diameter below 150mm. 
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2.5 All tree identification numbers supplied in this report are for the purposes of this report 
only, and will not reflect identification numbers stated elsewhere (for example, in the 
databases held by the LA or TfL). 
 
3. Additional Considerations 
 
3.1 The trees inspected in this survey are maintained by either the London Borough of 
Lambeth, TfL or private stakeholders. Before any work is undertaken to any trees, the 
relevant Arboricultural professional responsible for the maintenance of the tree (or the 
owner, in the case of private trees) must be consulted. 
 
3.2 Any tree work which is undertaken must be carried out in accordance with industry best 
practice as specified in British Standard 3998:2010 Tree work – recommendations (BS3998), 
after all necessary consultation has been completed.  
 
3.3 All maps used in this report have been adapted and reproduced from documents 
GRNLEB-BHD-00-XX-REP-CON-00023 - REV 02-01 and GRNLEB-HGL-TU-XX-REP-CON-00002 - 02-01. 
 
3.4 A site meeting at Kennington Park between John Parker (TfL), Ian Leonard and Dave Paul 
(Lambeth Tree Officers) was held on February 13th 2013 in order to discuss the proposals. 
This was in addition to a meeting between John Parker and Ian Leonard at the offices of 
Lambeth Council on January 25th 2013.  
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4. Kennington Green, Lambeth 
 
4.1 The site is located adjacent to the junction of Kennington Park Road and Montford Place, 
Lambeth. 
 
4.2 Eleven trees were surveyed in total. TfL are responsible for maintaining four (T1, T2, T10 
and T11), and the London Borough of Lambeth for the other seven. 
 
4.3 The proposal requires the removal of eight trees from this site. These are T1, T2, T3, T5, 
T6, T7, T8 and T9.  
 
4.4 Four of the trees (T3, T6, T7 and T9) are in poor condition and have been classified as 
Category U trees. Removal would be recommended independently of the NLE proposal. 
 
4.5 T5 has been classified as a British Standard 5837 Category C tree. Please see the 
Appendices of this report for details relating to BS5837 Categorisation.  
 
4.6 T8 has been classified as a Category B tree. 
 
4.7 T1 and T2 have been classified as Category A trees. 
 
4.8 T4, T10 and T11 must all be adequately protected during the construction phase. 
Suitable methods of tree protection are to be found in BS5837, extracts of which are 
contained within the Appendices of this report.  
 
4.9 All tree removals are to be mitigated by an extensive post-construction replanting 
programme – to be agreed with the Local Authority/TfL Tree Officer – with the intention of 
restoring the landscape to a higher standard than that which currently exists.  
 

 



6 

 

Kennington Green 
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Kennington Green, Lambeth 
        

Surveyed 10/07/12 by JP 
 

             
T# Location 

Common 
name 

Botanical 
name 

Ht DBH N,S,E,W Age 
Phys 
Con 

Stru 
Con 

5837 
Cat 

Notes 
Work 
Recommendations 

1 
Opp 344, on Kennington 
Road 

Plane Platanus 13 390 5,5,4,5 SM G G A No visible defects. TfL tree. Remove 

2 
On Kennington Rd, opp 
black entrance gates 

Plane Platanus 12 300 5,5,5,5 SM G G A No visible defects. TfL tree. Remove 

3 Opp 350, on grass Cherry Prunus 7 330 3,4,5,2 M P P U 
Canopy decline, lean, dog damage, old 
pruning wounds 

Remove 

4 Opp 352, on pavement 
Tree of 
Heaven 

Ailanthus 14 680 5,4,5,6 M F F B Minor deadwood No work required 

5 Opp 354, on pavement Ash Fraxinus 12 390 5,4,5,5 SM F F C 
Basal damage, vehicle strikes, sparse 
foliage at top of crown 

Remove 

6 
Opp Montford Place, 
adjacent central paving 

Cherry Prunus 7 420 6,1,4,3 M P P U 
Deadwood, tree generally in decline, 
old pruning wounds, black exudations 
from stem 

Remove 

7 
Opp Montford Pl, adjacent 
pavement 

Cherry Prunus 6 330 2,3,4,3 M P P U 
Cavities, deadwood, unbalanced crown, 
dieback 

Remove 

8 Opp 362, on pavement 
Tree of 
Heaven 

Ailanthus 15 740 6,7,6,5 M F F B 
Minor deadwood, extensive suckering 
and epicormic growth 

Remove 

9 Opp 362, on grass Cherry Prunus 5 290 3,2,4,1 M P P U 

Canopy is 50% dead, fungal fruting 
bodies all over stem, lean, 
overshadowed by adjacent Ailanthus, 
stem decay, dog damage 

Remove 

10 Opp 366, on pavement 
Maidenhair 
Tree 

Gingko 11 210 4,4,4,4 SM F G B 
Sparse foliage towards top of crown, 
several crossing branches throughout. 
TfL tree. 

No work required 

11 
On Kennington Rd, adjacent 
to Clayton Street 

Plane Platanus 14 540 8,6,7,8 M G G A No visible defects. TfL tree. Remove 

             Key 
           Ht: Estimated height in metres. DBH: Diameter at breast height in millimetres. N,S,E,W: Estimated spread of branches at cardinal points in metres.  

 Age: Young(less than ten years old), Semi-mature (within 1/5-2/5 of species-typical life expectancy), Mature (3/5-5/5 of life expectancy).  
 Phys/Stru Con: General assessment of the physiological/structural condition of the tree, either Good, Fair, Poor or Dead. 
 5837 Cat: U, A, B or C in accordance with BS5837. Notes: Relevant comments about the tree. Work Recommendations: Required works in the context of the proposal. 
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5. Radcot Street, Lambeth 
 
5.1 The site is the length of Radcot Street, as well as the eastern sections of Methley Street 
and Ravensdon Street. 
 
5.2 Twelve trees were surveyed in total, all of which are the responsibility of LB Lambeth. 
Only four of these trees (T3, T4, T5 and T6) are to be affected by the proposal. 
 
5.3 Two trees (T3 and T4) require removal. They have been classified as Category B and U 
respectively. 
 
5.4 Two trees (T5 and T6) require crown lifting to facilitate the installation of hoarding. 
Works are to be agreed with the LB Lambeth Tree Officer. They must be adequately 
protected during the construction phase. Suitable methods of tree protection are to be 
found in BS5837, extracts of which are contained within the Appendices of this report. 
 
5.5 All tree removals are to be mitigated by an extensive post-construction replanting 
programme – to be agreed with the Local Authority/TfL Tree Officer – with the intention of 
restoring the landscape to a higher standard than that which currently exists. 
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Radcot Street 



10 

 

Radcot Street, Lambeth 
        

Surveyed 12/07/12 by JP 
 

             T# Location 
Common 
name 

Botanical 
name 

Ht DBH N,S,E,W Age 
Phys 
Con 

Stru 
Con 

5837 
Cat 

Defects 
Work 
Recommendations 

1 Os 6/8 Ravensdon Photinia Photinia 4 60 1,1,1,1 Y G G C No visible defects No work required 

2 Os 2 Ravensdon Ash Fraxinus 6 120 2,2,2,2 Y G F C 
Apparent weakness at graft point at 2m, weak 
branch unions 

No work required 

3 Os 2 Radcot Birch Betula 10 170 3,3,2,3 SM G F B Co-dominant stem from 3m Remove 

4 Opp 2 Radcot ear Pyrus 9 260 3,1,1,3 SM P P U 
Lean, dieback, conflicting with overhead cables, 
vehicle damage, significant torn-out limbs 

Remove 

5 Opp 5 Radcot Honey Locust Gleditsia 12 370 4,4,5,5 SM G F B 
Low crown, touching buildings, roots causing 
damage to pavements 

Crown lift to facilitate 
hoarding 

6 Os 6 Radcot Pear Pyrus 10 300 3,2,3,3 SM F F C Conflicting with overhead cables 
Crown lift to facilitate 
hoarding 

7 Os 9/10 Radcot Whitebeam Sorbus 10 380 4,2,3,3 SM F F C Black exudations at base No work required 

8 Os 2 Methley Pear Pyrus 8 180 3,4,2,2 SM F F C Minor vehicle damage on limb No work required 

9 Os 1 Methley pear Pyrus 10 150 2,2,2,2 SM G G B No visible defects No work required 

10 Os 8/10 Methley pear Pyrus 5 60 1,1,1,1 Y G G C No visible defects No work required 

11 Os 12 Methley 
Golden Rain 
Tree 

Koelreuteria 6 90 2,2,2,2 Y G G C No visible defects No work required 

12 Os 11 Methley Hawthorn Crataegus 7 270 4,2,2,1 M P P U 
Sparse crown, lean, cavity at base, substantial old 
pruning wounds, growing into overhead cables 

No work required 

             Key 
           Ht: Estimated height in metres. DBH: Diameter at breast height in millimetres. N,S,E,W: Estimated spread of branches at cardinal points in metres.  

 Age: Young(less than ten years old), Semi-mature (within 1/5-2/5 of species-typical life expectancy), Mature (3/5-5/5 of life expectancy).  

 Phys/Stru Con: General assessment of the physiological/structural condition of the tree, either Good, Fair, Poor or Dead. 

 5837 Cat: U, A, B or C in accordance with BS5837. Notes: Relevant comments about the tree. Work Recommendations: Required works in the context of the proposal. 
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6. Kennington Park, Lambeth 
 
6.1 The site is located at the junction of Kennington Park Road and St Agnes Place. 
 
6.2 Twenty nine trees were surveyed in total, all of which are the responsibility of LB 
Lambeth. 
 
6.3 T1, T2, T3, T4, T5, T6 and T21 are to be protected during construction. Suitable methods 
of tree protection are to be found in BS5837, extracts of which are contained within the 
Appendices of this report. Very minor pruning may be required in order to facilitate the 
installation of the hoarding, to be agreed with the LB Lambeth Tree Officer. 
 
6.4 Twenty two trees require removal in order to accommodate this proposal. These are T7, 
T8, T9, T10, T11, T12, T13, T14, T15, T16, T17, T18, T19, T20, T22, T23, T24, T25, T26, T27, 
T28 and T29. 
 
6.5 None of the twenty two trees are of sufficient quality individually to warrant retention 
at the expense of this development. 
 
6.6 Fourteen trees are located behind a fence within the allocated dog area. These are T7, 
T8, T9, T10, T11, T12, T13, T14, T15, T16, T17, T18, T19 and T20.  
 
6.7 Four trees in the dog area (T14, T16, T18 and T20) have been classified as BS5837 
Category U; T14 and T18 are dead. The other ten trees in the dog area have been classified 
as Category C. 
 
6.8 T22, T23, T24, T25, T26, T27, T28 and T29 are within the garden of Kennington Lodge.  
 
6.9 T24, T26 and T28 are very large overgrown shrubs rather than trees. In addition to these 
three there are several more specimens which could reasonably be defined as either a large 
shrub or a small tree, which have not been included in this survey. 
 
6.10 There are a number of fruit trees in the garden which have not been surveyed 
individually as they are rather small, less than 5cm DBH. There are other items of 
arboricultural and landscape interest such as the Kiwi Fruit Vine alongside the cottage. 
 
6.11 The garden around Kennington Lodge has a reasonable level of biodiversity value, 
described in the Ecology Chapter of the Environmental Statement. 
 
6.12 All tree removals are to be mitigated by an extensive post-construction replanting 
programme – to be agreed with the Local Authority/TfL Tree Officer – with the intention of 
restoring the landscape to a higher standard than that which currently exists. 
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Kennington Park 
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Kennington Park, Lambeth 
        

Surveyed 11/07/12 by JP 
 

             
T# Location 

Common 
name 

Botanical 
name 

Ht DBH N,S,E,W Age 
Phys 
Con 

Stru 
Con 

5837 
Cat 

Notes 
Work 
Recommendations 

1 South of memorial Plane Platanus 23 1300 
13,11, 
10,10 

M G G A 
Minor deadwood, risk of compaction 
from adjacent path 

No work required 

2 
South of dog area, in 
avenue 

Oak Quercus 12 710 6,6,6,6 M G G A Minor deadwood   No work required 

3 
South of dog area, in 
avenue 

Oak Quercus 12 800 6,8,6,6 M G G A 
Black exudations from lowest scaffold 
limb, which has developed a large rib 

No work required 

4 
South of dog area, in 
avenue 

Oak Quercus 12 670 6,8,5,6 M G G A No visible defects No work required 

5 
South of dog area, in 
avenue 

Oak Quercus 12 740 6,7,6,6 M G G A No visible defects No work required 

6 
South of dog area, in 
avenue 

Oak Quercus 12 730 7,6,8,6 M G G A No visible defects No work required 

7 
North east corner of dog 
area 

Birch Betula 7 110 3,3,3,3 SM F F C No visible defects Remove 

8 
North east corner of dog 
area 

Birch Betula 7 110 3,3,3,3 SM F F C No visible defects Remove 

9 
North east corner of dog 
area 

Birch Betula 7 110 3,3,3,3 SM F F C No visible defects Remove 

10 
North east corner of dog 
area 

Birch Betula 7 110 3,3,3,3 SM F F C No visible defects Remove 

11 
Northern boundary of 
dog area 

Tree of 
Heaven 

Ailanthus 10 280 4,4,4,4 SM F F C Minor snapped limbs Remove 

12 
Northern boundary of 
dog area 

False 
Acacia 

Robinia 8 190 2,2,2,2 SM F F C 
Sparse crown, very close to retaining 
wall 

Remove 

13 
Northern boundary of 
dog area 

Ash Fraxinus 12 350 5,5,5,4 SM F F C 
Crossing branches, climbing plants up 
stem, very close to retaining wall 

Remove 

14 
Northern boundary of 
dog area 

DEAD DEAD 9 150 3,3,3,3 D D D U Dead Remove 

15 
Northern boundary of 
dog area 

Ash Fraxinus 12 460 4,7,5,5 SM F F C 
Sparse crown, slow recovery to previous 
pruning wounds 

Remove 

16 
Northern boundary of 
dog area 

False 
Acacia 

Robinia 5 60 1,1,1,1 Y P P U Dead from 2m upwards Remove 

17 Opp De Cavne Street Ash Fraxinus 10 400 5,7,7,7 SM F F C Minor deadwood, sparse crown Remove 
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18 
Northern boundary of 
dog area 

DEAD DEAD 5 60 1,1,1,1 D D D U Dead Remove 

19 
Northern boundary of 
dog area 

Ash Fraxinus 10 390 5,6,5,5 SM F F C Sparse crown Remove 

20 
Northern boundary of 
dog area 

Ash Fraxinus 4 70 1,1,1,1 Y P P U 
Poor specimen, overshadowed by 
neighbours, no dominant leader 

Remove 

21 
Northern boundary of 
dog area 

Ash Fraxinus 12 500 6,7,6,6 SM F F C Dog damage at base No work required 

22 
Kennington Lodge, south 
of cottage adjacent to 
fence 

Tree of 
Heaven 

Ailanthus 12 530 7,4,8,7 SM F P C 

Substantial stem damage from 0.5m to 
3m, twin stemmed from 3m, poor 
historic pruning, cavities, torn branches, 
relatively sparse crown 

Remove 

23 
Kennington Lodge, south 
of cottage adjacent to 
path 

Holly Ilex 10 530 3,3,3,3 SM F F B 
Twin stemmed from 1m, poor historic 
pruning, top of tree has been removed in 
the past 

Remove 

24 
Kennington Lodge, south 
of cottage adjacent to 
door 

Thorn Crataegus 8 280 4,3,4,4 M F F B 
Deadwood and old pruning stubs  
throughout crown, canopy is touching 
the cottage roof 

Remove 

25 
Kennington Lodge, west 
of cottage adjacent to 
gate 

Cherry Prunus 7 450 6,6,5,5 M F F B 
Twin stemmed from 2m, stem features 
numerous decay pockets 

Remove 

26 
Kennington Lodge, north 
of cottage 

Thorn Crataegus 10 590 9,4,4,4 M F F B 
Twin stemmed from 1m, triple stemmed 
from 1.5, substantial historic pruning 
wounds at base 

Remove 

27 
Kennington Lodge, 
northwest of cottage 

Magnolia Magnolia 8 180 2,3,2,2 SM F F B No visible defects Remove 

28 
Kennington Lodge, 
northwest of cottage 

Pyracantha Pyracantha 6 230 4,3,3,3 M F P C 
Substantial historic pruning wounds at 
base 

Remove 

29 
Kennington Lodge, 
northwest of cottage 

Magnolia Magnolia 7 160 0,5,3,6 SM F F C 
Stem leans towards west but tree is 
attempting to compensate by 
straightening out over the fence 

Remove 

            

  

Key 
           Ht: Estimated height in metres. DBH: Diameter at breast height in millimetres. N,S,E,W: Estimated spread of branches at cardinal points in metres.  

 Age: Young(less than ten years old), Semi-mature (within 1/5-2/5 of species-typical life expectancy), Mature (3/5-5/5 of life expectancy).  

 Phys/Stru Con: General assessment of the physiological/structural condition of the tree, either Good, Fair, Poor or Dead. 

 5837 Cat: U, A, B or C in accordance with BS5837. Notes: Relevant comments about the tree. Work Recommendations: Required works in the context of the proposal. 
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7. Nine Elms Station (Wandsworth Road), Lambeth 
 
7.1 The site is located at the junction of Pascal Street and Wandsworth Road, and includes 
the Sainsbury’s car park. 
 
7.2 Eight trees were surveyed in total, four of which are located within the car park and 
therefore likely to be the responsibility of Sainsbury’s. The other four are the responsibility 
of the London Borough of Lambeth. 
 
7.3 Seven trees (T1, T2, T3, T5, T6, T7 and T8) require removal in order to facilitate the 
proposal. 
 
7.4 This development does not require the removal of T4. However, it is a poor specimen in 
decline and should be considered for removal and replanting. 
 
7.5 All tree removals are to be mitigated by an extensive post-construction replanting 
programme – to be agreed with the Local Authority/TfL Tree Officer – with the intention of 
restoring the landscape to a higher standard than that which currently exists. 
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Nine Elms Station 
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Nine Elms Station Lambeth 
        

Surveyed 17/07/12 by JP 
 

             T# Location 
Common 
name 

Botanical 
name 

Ht DBH N,S,E,W Age 
Phys 
Con 

Stru 
Con 

5837 
Cat 

Notes 
Work 
Recommendations 

1 

South western 
corner of 
Sainsbury’s car 
park 

Maple Acer 8 25 4,3,4,3 SM F F C No visible defects Remove 

2 Opp 55 Pascal St Maple Acer 8 20 3,2,3,3 SM F F C Sparse crown, minor limbs torn out Remove 

3 
Opp Bramley 
Crescent 

Rowan Sorbus 6 14 2,2,2,2 SM F F C Minor vehicle damage Remove 

4 Os Lockyer House Hawthorne Crataegus 7 36 3,3,3,3 M P P U 
Sparse crown, cavities, decay pockets, snapped 
limbs 

No work required 

5 
South eastern 
corner of car park 

Maple Acer 6 17 3,3,3,3 SM F F C Guying system needs adjusting Remove 

6 Opp Wilcox Road Maple Acer 7 19 3,3,3,3 SM F F B No visible defects Remove 

7 
Centre of car park, 
adjacent to petrol 
station 

Plane Platanus 12 36 5,3,4,4 SM G F B No visible defects Remove 

8 
Centre of car park, 
adjacent to petrol 
station 

Plane Platanus 12 38 3,4,4,4 SM G F B No visible defects Remove 

             Key 
           Ht: Estimated height in metres. DBH: Diameter at breast height in millimetres. Sd: Estimated spread of branches at cardinal points in metres.  

 Age: Young(less than ten years old), Semi-mature (within 1/5-2/5 of species-typical life expectancy), Mature (3/5-5/5 of life expectancy).  

 Phys/Stru Con: General assessment of the physiological/structural condition of the tree, either Good, Fair, Poor or Dead. 

 5837 Cat: U, A, B or C in accordance with BS5837. Notes: Relevant comments about the tree. Work Recommendations: Required works in the context of the proposal. 
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8. APPENDICES 
 

BS5837:2012 Figure 1 The design and construction process and tree care 
 

BS5837:2012 Table 1 cascade chart for tree quality assessment 
 

BS5837:2012 Figure 2 Default specification for protective barrier 
 

National Joint Utilities Guidelines 4 (NJUG4) Summary sheet 
 

For all information relating to CAVAT, please visit the London Tree Officers Association 
website where methodology and the documents can be found: 

 
http://www.ltoa.org.uk/resources/cavat 
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